THE ART OF TOM JONES

were to come into contact with the soldiers marching
against the Chevalier. This curious shift from summer to
winter, Fielding probably never observed, for slight altera-
tions, such as he elsewhere made for his second edition,
would have removed the anachronism.*

A good historian or biographer should let his readers
know how old his characters are in order that youth and
age may be duly considered in passing judgment on their
conduct. Well aware of this principle, Fielding tells us
in many cases their exact age, or when they were born, or
supplies a clue to the information. It was really a part of
his time-scheme. His oldest character was the Man of the
Hill, who had reached the age of eighty-eight and could still
climb Hazard Hill. Next to him came Mrs. Wilkins, who
was in her fifty-second year when Allworthy ordered her
to take the infant Tom from his bed to her own room, and
seventy-three when she fell into a rage because her master
did not mention her by name in his will. Miss Bridget
Allworthy, the boy's real mother, was somewhat past the
age of thirty at the time of his birth; while Jenny Jones,
to whom the child was laid, was profeably no more than
twenty. Tom himself was born about the first of May,
1724; Master Blifil in 1725, Sophia in 1726, and Molly Sea-
grim in 1727. Tom was fifteen years old when he gave the
bird to Sophia, and twenty when he first imagined himself
in love with Molly. Thwackum, already a fellow of a col-
lege, with a reputation for learning, must have been
towards thirty when he undertook the tuition of the boys;
and Square, "a profest master of all the works of Plato
and Aristotle," seems to have been a year or two younger.

Partridge, when he was charged with being the father of
Tom, was "a jolly, brisk, young man7' not quite thirty years

* There is a minor anachronism in the allusion to Dr. John Kanby. Though
he was not born until 1703, he was consulted by the Man of the Hill as early
as 1681.
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